
Members of the South Fork Fishing and Hunting club who were also Knights Templar of 
the Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania 

Robert Pitcairn, a member of Mountain Lodge No. 281 was knighted November 10, 1858 

Benjamin Franklin Ruff, The floral offerings were profuse and tasteful. They came from 
Lodge No. 484 A.Y.M., of which he was a member, and from the Knights Templar, to which 
he belonged 

Benjamin Parke, knighted July13, 1855  

George H. Christy knighted October 12, 1864 

Elias J. Unger, knighted February 23, 1860 

 

Other prominent Masons in the club: 

Henry Clay Frick, Treasurer of King Solomon Lodge No. 346 in Connellsville. A year later he 
joined the Urania Chapter No. 192 at Greensburg. By 1880 he would achieve the highest 
orders of the York Rite – the Orders of the Knights of Rose Croix, the Knights of Malta, and 
Knights Templar. Later was a member of Bronx Masonic Temple 1910. 

James W. Brown, Grand Master of Masons of Pennsylvania in 1904-5. 

Hilary D. Brunot, Worshipful Brother Brunot was installed as Dunn’s Rock’s fifteenth Master 
on July 29th, 1906, 

John Caldwell Jnr., Born N. I. son of Presbyterian Minister a director of the Masonic Bank he 
was a Scottish Rite Mason and a member of the Loyal Legion. 

Aaron French, was a Whig in politics and became a strong Republican. He was a Free Mason 
director of Masonic Bank. In addition to the South Fork Fishing and Hunting Club, he was a 
member of the Duquesne Club. He and his wife attended the Calvary Episcopal Church of 
Pittsburgh. 

Americus Vespucius Holmes, While young, he got to know many of Pittsburgh's movers and 
shakers through the Free Masons. 

John Davidson Hunt, was also a member of the Pittsburgh Commandery and Knights 
Templar. 

Philander Chase Knox Knox was a member of Fellowship Lodge No. 679 in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 



John Jacob "J.J." Lawrence, was a director of the Masonic Bank, along with South Fork 
Fishing and Hunting Club members Robert Pitcairn, E.A. Myers, Aaron French, and John 
Caldwell. 

Andrew William Mellon, was initiated to the Scottish Rite Freemasonry, till he raised the 
33rd and highest degree 

Dr. David Nevin Rankin, was a member of many organizations including: the State and 
Allegheny County Medical Societies for his entire professional practice; Laryngological 
Association; the Masonic fraternity for over sixty years 

James Hay Reed, He is a member of the Pitts-burgh Chamber of Commerce, and of the 
Credit Mens Association. Fraternally he holds membership in the Free and Accepted Masons 

James Hays Willock, He was a thirty-two degree Mason, a Knight-Templar and Shriner, and a 
member of many other Masonic orders. 

 

 

 

 


