The Will of Joseph Douglas Wells, OBE, MD made on 10 February 1944 makes
generous provisions for his wife, two sons, step-children, god-children, executors,
chauffeur, gardener and committee members of Chelmsford Golf Club but if any of
these people become members of the Roman Catholic Church they get nothing with

the exception of his wife who would have her annuity halved.
The clause reads:

“10. I declare that notwithstanding anything to the contrary hereinbefore contained
if my said Wife or other beneficiary under this my Will shall be at my death or (as
regarding said Wife only) thereafter become a Member of the Roman Catholic
Church then my said Wife or other such beneficiary as aforesaid shall (subject as
regards my said Wife to the provisio hereinafter mentioned) absolutely forfeit such
benefit legacy or share as the case may be Provided always that as regards my said
Wife that instead of the said annuity of Three hundred and fifty pound being
payable to her my Trustees shall in lieu thereafter pay her from my death or the date
of her reception into the said Church as the case may be a reduced annuity of One

hundred and seventy five pounds during her life or Widowhood.”
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