
Partial verbatim transcript of HMA v John Coutts and Others. High 
Court November 6 & 7 1845  

Present, 

The Lord Justice-Clerk,  

Lords Mackenzie and Medwyn 

Her Majesty’s Advocate-Lord Advocate McNeill-Milne A. D. 

–Inglis A. D.  

AGAINST 

John Coutts and Others-Craufurd-B. R. Bell.  

Mobbing and Rioting-Assault-Conviction-Sentence-Three pannels convicted on 
charges of Mobbing and Rioting; as also Assault with aggravations-Sentenced to 
seven years transportation, twelve months imprisonment in the General Prison of 
Perth, and twelve months imprisonment in the Prison of Cupar, respectively.  

 John Coutts, John Gibson, and William Smith, weavers, were 
charged with Mobbing and Rioting; as also Assault, especially when 
committed to the injury of the person, and to the effusion of blood; as 
also Wilful Fire-Raising; or one or more of these crimes:….. 

[INDICTMENT IN DETAIL] 
 

The pannels pleaded Not Guilty, and a proof was led. 
The Lord Advocate, for the prosecution, who restricted the pains 

of law to an arbitrary punishment, and Craufurd, for the pannels 
addressed the Jury. 

The Lord Justice-Clerk having summed up the evidence, the Jury 
retired to an adjoining room to make up their verdict. 

Thereafter the Lord Justice-Clerk and Lord Mackenzie left the 
Court, while Lord Medwyn remained to receive the verdict of the Jury, 
in terms of the act 9th Geo. IV. c. 29. & 15. 

The Jury having returned into Court, and all answered to their 
names, gave the following verdict:- 



The Jury unanimously find the pannels John Coutts and William 
Smith guilty of Mobbing and Rioting, as libelled in the first and 
second charges of the indictment; unanimously find the pannel John 
Gibson guilty of the Mobbing and Rioting and Assault, as libelled in 
the said first and second charges; and find the remainder of the libel 
not proven. 

In respect of which verdict, Lord Medwyn continued the diet 
against the pannels, and the Court accordingly adjourned till this day, 
when the case was again called in the presence of the Lord Justice-
Clerk, Lords Mackenzie and Medwyn. 

The verdict, formerly returned, and recorded against the pannels 
having been read over,-- 

In respect thereof, the Court decerned and adjudged the said 
John Gibson to be transported beyond the seas for a period of seven 
years; and said John Coutts to be imprisoned in the prison of Cupar 
for the period of twelve calendar months; and the said William Smith 
to be imprisoned in the General Prison at Perth for the like period of 
twelve calendar months, provided always that the said William Smith 
can be received into the said General Prison in terms of the 
regulations applicable to the same, and in case he cannot be so 
received, then to be imprisoned in the said prison of Cupar for the 
said period.                           
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