Fifeshire Journal —-Thursday 19 October 1843

MEETING OF COMMISSIONERS OF
POLICE. —At a recent meeting of this board, a
committee was appointed to investigate
farther into the conduct of town-officers. This
committee has had several meetings. At this
one held on Monday week, we are informed
that Mr. Thomas Morrison spoke of the
town-officers as a public nuisance, and an
unnecessary expense to the town, and that it
would be better to dispense altogether with
their services. Mr. Kirk of the Tron Inn said, that before he would give his consent to
dismiss the officers, he would like to know if the town was to be anything quiet; and
would ask Mr. Morrison if there were to be any burnings this winter? Mr. Morrison
wished to know if Mr. Kirk meant to insinuate by such question, that he (Mr.
Morrison) was any way connected with the riots and burning in August last year.
Mr. Kirk said - “I know I have fifteen shillings to pay for your d----d nonsense.” Mr.
Morrison gave moral force to his part in the colloquy, by giving vent to some rare
Billingsgate phrases, in which he ascribed to Mr. Kirk the ignoble appellation of an
“auld grey-headed, swearing, lying, cheating ------- ./ —Mr. Morrison has since
served Mr. Kirk with a summons to appear before the Sheriff next Friday on a charge
of defamation — damages £8, 8s. 6d. Mr. Kirk has also served Mr. Morrison with a
summons to appear before the Sheriff the same day, on a similar charge — damages

stated at the same amount.
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