
PETER COU EY, railway-labourer, present prisoner in the
prison of Dunfermline, you are Indicted and Accused, at the

instance of .ANDREW RUTHERFUltD, Esquire, Her Majesty's Advo­
cate for Her Majesty's interest: THAT ALBEIT, by the laws of
this and of every other well-governed realm, A AULT, especially
when committed to the effusion of blood, the severe and perma­
nent injury of the person, and the danger of life, is a crime of an
heinous nature, and severely puni hable: YET TRUE IT I
AND OF VERITY, that you the said Peter Couney are guilty of
the said crime, aggravated as aforesaid, actor, or art and part: IN
SO FAR AS (1.), on the

Night of the 22d, or Morning of the 23d, day of June 1850,

Time and Place above libelled,

you the said Peter Couney did, wickedly and feloniously, attack
and assault J ames J ohnstone, a coal-hewer, then and now or lately .....
residing in or near Baldridgeburn, in or near Dunfermline, and did,
with your fists, and with a stick or bludgeon, or other similar wea-
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pon, strike him several or one or more blows on or about the
houlders and arm , or other parts of his person; by all which, or

part thereof, the said James J ohnstone was bruised and wounded to
the injury of hi per on: And you the said Peter Couney having
been apprehended and taken before Charles Shirreff, Esquire, sheriff­
substitute of the Western District of Fifeshire, did, in his presence
at Dunfermline, 011 the

25th day of June 1850,

emit a declaration, which was subscribed by him in your presence,
you having declared that you oould not write: Which Declara­
tion; As also, a stick or bludgeon; As also, a medical report or
certificate, bearing to be dated' Dunfermline 1 July 1850,' and to
be ubscribed 'Joseph Kinniburgh M.D. James Morris Surgeon,'
or to be similarly dated and ubscribed, being to be used in evi­
dence against you the said Peter Couneyat your trial, will,lor that
purpose, be in due time lodged in the hands of the Clerk of the
Circuit-court of Justiciary before which you are to be tried, that
you may have an opportunity of seeing the same: ALL WIDCR,
or part thereof, being found proven b:r the verdict of an Assize,
or admitted by the judicial confession of you the said Peter Couney,
before the Lord Justice-General, Lord Justice-Clerk, and Lords
Commissioners of Justiciary, in a Circuit-court of Justiciary to be
holden by them, or by anyone or more of their number, wjthin
the burgh of Perth, in the month of eptember, in this present
year 1 50, you the said Peter Couney OUGHT to be punished
with the pains of law, to deter others from committing the like
crimes in all time coming.

G. YOUNG, A. D.
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LIST OF WI'rNESSES.

16.

14.

11.

15.

1. Charles Shirreff, Esquire, sheriff-substitute of the Western Dis­
trict of Fifeshire.

2. John Macdonald, procurator-fiscal of the Western Distriot of
Fifeshire.

3. Thomas Lambert, now or lately superintendent of police for
the burgh of Dunfermline.

4. David Black Templeman, now or lately a clerk in the sheriff­
clerk's office in Dunfermline.

5. David Anderson, a weaver, now or lately residing with his . /
. father, James Anderson, a labourer, in or near Dysart, in {/

the county of Fife.
6. Archibald Stewart, a weaver, now or lately residing in or near

New Row Street, in or near Dunfermline.
7. Rosa Boyle or Murray, a widow, now or lately residing in or

near Bruce treet, in or near Dunfermline.
8. John Stevenson, a weaver, now or lately residing in or near .,/

Bruce treet aforesaid.
9. Mary Bowman or Cooper, ,vife of John Cooper, a mason, now

or lately residing in or near Bruce Street aforesaid. !/
William MCMillan, a tinsmith, now or lately residing in or V

near Bruce treet aforesaid.
James Johnstone, a coal-hewer, now or lately residing in or V

near Baldridgeburn, in or near Dunfermline.
Thomas Henderson, a weaver, now or lately residing with /'

Abraham Kirk, a weaver, in or near South Inglis Street, in t/
or near Dunfermline.

John Habbick, now or lately a police and town officer of the V
burgh of Dunfermline.

James Laing, now or lately a police-officer of the burgh of
Dunfermline.

James Morris, surgeon, now or lately residing in :Mistress Eliza-
beth MailIer or Adams' lodgings, in or near High Street of V
Dunfermline.

J oseph Kinniburgh, physician, now or lately residing in or near
Abbey Park Place, in or near Dunfermline.

Rosa Johnstone, now or lately residing with her brother, James
J ohnstone, coal-hewer, at or near Baldridgeburn aforesaid.

10.

12.

17.

13.
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1 . MMy Jane Murray, now or lately residing with her mother, t/"
Rosa Boyle or MUlTay afore aid.

19. Mary Gardiner, rag-picker, now or lately residing with her
mother, Margaret Keltie or Gardiner, a widow, in or near
Maygate treet, in or near Dunfermline.

G. YOUNG, A. D.



LIST OF ASSIZE

For the Circuit-court of Justiciary to be holden at PERTH, in the month of eptcmbcr 1 :'0.

PERTHSRlRE.

Special Juror,.

J nmes Orimmond. flax-spinner, Onkbank.
Robert Stocks, fanner, Kilgraston Mains.
Thomas W ylie of Airleywight.
Androw Mori.son, farmer, Welter lnchmicbael.

5. John lWFarlnne, founder, Perth.
Alexander Drwnmond. farmer, Powgavie.
Alexander DrummonJi. land-sW'veyor, Perth.

Common Juror,.

James Mailler, faunr, DllDning.
William Carron, merchant, Perth.

10. John Keay, fanner, Sberiffston.
John Rutherford, farmer, Nethcrton of Abernrgie.
James Sime, tenant, Bisbopbnll.
John CameroD, fanner, Bonbard Mill.
James Clark, farmer, Stanley.

15. 'Villiam Walker, fu.rmer, Rattan.
John ime, smith, Hillylnnds.
V{illiam Miller, farmer, KilBpindie.
J ames Imric, wood-merchant, KinrosRie.
James Allan, tenant, New Ardona.chie.

20. Tbomo.s Jackson, carver and gilder, Perth.
James PattoD, farmer, Redhill.
John Craig, sawyer, Burreltown.

Common Ju.ror,.

Thomas f artm, farmer, \Vest Coatside, Barr)".
William ~lefrnD, \vright, Lochec, Liff.
George Young, weaver, village of Barry.
Adorn M'Farlano, currier, Forfar.

35. Thomas Knight, fisherman, Long Lane, Broughty
Ferry, :\fonifieth.

ThoIDll8 Child, hacklemaker, Reform Street, Dundee.
Jobn LBJDond, farmer, Ghenty, Airlie.
Peter Robb, feuar, Xortbmuir, Kirriemuir.
George BuchllD, merchant and feUM, Charleston, Glam­

miss.
40. Da'f'id Smith, slnter, 'Vest l'ownend, Forfar.

Alexander Fyfe, farmer, Crookbill, B3.rry.
George LyaU, farmer, Bumsagart, Edzell.
Alexander ThoID50n, tlCCOuntant, Kirriemuir.
Hector ~(fDonald, mtsltman, Gallowbill, Brechin.

FIFESHIRE.

Special Juror,.

45. John Ber\vick, farmer, Vantage.
Thomas Bywnt.er, factor, 'Vemy89 Castle.
Jamcs BirroU, merchant, Kirkaldy.
Robert. Hutcheson, corn-merchant, Kirkaldy.
James Tod, farmer, Easter Cash.

tW. John Phillips, aint Colmbs House.
James Ireland, manufacturer, inclairtown.

Common Juror,.
FORFARSHIRE. John Campbell, farmer, Bellfield ond Thornton.

S . l J Alexander Brown, farmer, Locbbead.
iplCIa uror,. John Cbrk, feu.ar, Aucbtertool.

Alexander l\1ills, manufacturer, Victoria Street, Dun-/55. Dnvid Gardiner, baker, Cupar.
dee. \V.o.lter Heggie, dyer, Kirkllldy.

James Spankie, merchant, Constitution Road, Dundee. James alerccr, gardener, Priory Ga.rden•.
25. James Bell, grocer, Mid Street, Constitution Road, WiUiam Greig, farmer, Caskie Berrnn.

Dundee. David TraiU, weaver, 'Voodbead Street, Dunfermline.
Alexander Stewart, Royal Hotel, etbergate, Dundee. 60. Robert Stevenson, menldcaler, Kirkaldy.
John Andcrson, farmer, Dod, Monikie. George Pentlnnd, ftesber, Kirkaldy.
Jtunes Grant, miller, Inzion, Lintratbcn. Robert Young, weaver, Links of Abbotsball.
Jamcs Ainswortb, Invereighty House, KinnetUe.. \ David 8oott, publican, Thomton.

30. Dand Cardetm, farmer, East Novay, Eassio and Alexander Lorimor, pla.stercr, Bishopgate, Cupar.
Nevay. 65. James Forsytb, labourer, Spittal.
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Perth, September 1850.

INDICTMENT
AGAINST

PETER COUNEY.

(Assault, to J!;tfusirm of Blood, Severe
and Pe:rmanent Injury o/the Person,
and Dangel' of Life.)



Night of the 22d, or Morning of the 23d, day of June 1850,

I1HARLES WYNN, railway labourer, present prisoner in the
'-J prison of Dunfermline, you are Indicted and Accused, at
the instance of ANDREW RUTHERFURD, Esquire, Her Majesty's
Advocate for Her Majesty's interest: THAT ALBEIT, by the laws
of this and of every other well-gQverned realm, 4SSAULT,
especially when committed to the serious injury of the person, is
a crime of an heinous nature, and severely punishable: YET
TRUE IT I D OF VERITY, that you the aid Charles
Wynn are guilty of the said crime, aggravated as aforesaid, actor,
or art and part: IN 0 FAR A ,on the

(Saturday
or Sunday)

or on one or other of the days of that month, or of May immediately
preceding, or of July immediately following, in or near North
Ch~el Street, in or near Dunfermline, in the county of Fife,YO;;:
the saId Charles Wynn, along with three, or thereby, other persons
to the prosecutor unknown, did, wickedly and feloniously, attack
and assault Thomas Chalmers, a weaver, then and now or lately V"
residing in or near North Chapel Street aforesaid, and did, with
your fists, and with sticks or bludgeons, or other similar weapons,
strike him repeatedly and violently on or about the head and
shoulders and other parts of his person, and did repeatedly kick him
on or about the head and body; by all which, or part thereof, the
said Thomas Chalmers was knocked down, and was bruised and
wounded to the serious injury of his person: And you the said
Charles Wynn having been apprehended and taken before Charles
Shirreff, Esquire, sheriff-substitute of the Western District of Fife­
shire, did, in his presence at Dunfermline, on the

25th day of June 1850,

emit a declaration, which was subscribed' by him in your presence,
you having declared that you could not write: Which Declara­
tion; As also, a stick or bludgeon; As also, a medical report or
certificate, bearing to be dated, ' Dunfermline 1 July 1850,' and to
be subscribed, 'Ja' Morris Surgeon,' or to be similarly dated and
subscribed, being to be used in evidence against you the said
Charles Wynn at your trial, will, for that purpose, be in due time
lodged in the hands of the Clerk of the Circuit-court of Justiciary
before which you are to be tried, that you may have an opportunity
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of seeing the same: ALL WHICH, or part thereof, being found
proven by the verdict of al} As ize, or admitted by the judicial con­
fession of you the said Charle Wynn, before the Lord Justice­
General, Lord Justice-Clerk, and Lords Commis ionen; o.f Josti­
ciary, in a Circuit-.court of J u ticiary to bl;l Q.Ql<len by them., or ~
anyone or more Qf their number, within the bnrgh <of jl,e.rtb., in .the
month of eptember, in this pre ent year 1850, y01,l,tQ.e sa.id Charles
Wynn OUGHT to be punished with the pain$ o.f IlJ,w. t9 deter
others from committing th.e like crJ.m.~ ip :<1-11 tiI;n,e .9oming.

G. y.oUN~ A.1).

LI T OF WIT ESSE .

1. Charles hirreff, Esguire, heriff-substit~te of the Wes.tem ;J);s­
trict of Fife hire.

2. John Macdonald, procurator-fiscal of the Wilstern DistJ:ict 5)f
Fifeshire.

3. David Black Templeman, .now or lately clerk in the .sheriff­
clerk's office in Dunfermline.

4. Thomas Lambert, now or lately s.upeI:intendent of poli~e (or
the burgh of Dunfermline.

5. Thomas halmers, a weaver, now or lately residing ip. or n.el\r . /
North Chapel Street, in or near Dunfermline. 1/

6. George Barnet, a shoemaker, now or lately residing inror near ,/
orth hapel treet afore aid.

7. Andrew McLaren, a weaver, now or lately residing·w,i~h pi
son, Jame McLaren, a weaver, ip Qr near NQrth {~h~pel

Street aforesaid.
James pence, a weaver, now or lately residing in or near V

North Chapel Street afore aid.
9. George Williamson, lapper, now or lately residing with John /

Ostler, in or near North Chapel Str.Elet aforesl\id. 1/
10. William Chalmers, a weaver, now or lately ~esidiqg witlJ,. 11~;L­

beth or Betsy Miller or ChablleI11, a widow, in Qr Ilear .P.ll­
mnir treat, in or near Dunfermline.

11. Thomas Henderson, a weaver, now or lately residing I i~h

Abr.aham Kirk, a weaver, in.or n6lj,r outll Inglis Stre~t~iJl
or near Dunfermline.
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12. John Rabbick, now or lately a police and town officer of the
burgh of Dunfermline.

13. James Laing, now or lately a police-officer of the burgh of
Dunfermline.

14. James Morris, surgeon, now or lately residing with Elizabeth
Mailler or Adam, in or near High Street of Dunfermline.

G, YOUNG', A. D.



LIST OF A.SSIZE

For the ircuit-court of Justiciary to bc holden at PERTH, in the month of eptember 1850.

FIFESHIRE.

Gommon Juror,.

TbomlUl Martin, fanner, \Vest Coatside, Ha.rry.
\Villinm )[effan, wright, Locbee, Lift'.
Oeorge Young, weaver, viUage of Harry.

V'" Adorn l\1IFarlano, currier, Forfar.
35. Tbomas Knight, fisberman, Long Lane, Broughty

Ferry, )Ionifietb.
Thomns Child, hn.cklemaker, Reform Street, Dundee.
Jobn Lumond, farmer, Gheoty, Airlie.

I v'" Peter Robb, fouar, ~orthmuir, Kirriemuir.
Ocorgo Bucban, mcrchant and fouar, Cbarlcston, Glam­

miss.
140. D.,·id Smith, .I.tor, We.t Townond, Forfor.
I Alexander Fyfe, farmer, CrookhiU, Batty.

George Lyall, farmer, Burnsagart, Edzell.
11" Alexander Tbomson, accountant, Kirriemuir.
V Heotor M'Donllld, mllltman, GnUowhill, Brechin.

PERTHSHlRE.

FORFAR RffiE.

Special Juror•.

Jo.mcs Grimmond, flax-spinner, Oakbnnk.
Robert Stock., farmer, KilgrllSton )[ains.

vThomas Wylio of Airloywight.
A.ndrcw Morison, farmer, 'Vesler lncbmicbael.

5. John MIFarlaDe, founder, Perth.
Alexander Drwnmond. farmer, Powgnvie.
Alexander Drummond, land-survoyor, Perth.

Gommon. Juror,.

James MaUler, feuar, Dunning.
WiUi(LJJl Carron, merchnnt, Porth.

10. John Keay, fanner, Sheriffslon.
J;""John Rutherford, farmer, Netherton of Aberargio.

Jo.mes ime, tenant, Bishopball.
John Cameron, farmer, Bonhard Mill.
James ClllI'k, farmer, Stanley.

15. 'Villinm 'Valker, fa.rmer, Batton.
John imo, smith, HiJIylands.
,\VillillDl lUiUer, farmer, Ki1spindie.
James Imrie, wood-mercbant, Kinros~ie.

James Allan, tenant, New Ardono.cbie.
20. Thomas Jo.cboo, caner and gilder, Perth.

J ames Patton, farmer, Redbill.
John Craig, ,aw}'er, Burreltown.

pedal Juror,.
45. John Berwick, fanner, Vantage.

Thomas Bywntcr, factor, Wemys8 CBSUO.
Jllmes Birrell, merchant, Kirkaldy.
Robcrt Hutcheson, corn-merchant, Kirk-aldy.
JnIDcs Tod, fa.rmer, Easter Cash.

.iO. Jobn Phillips, Saint Colmhs House.
I t/ Jnmes Ireland, tnanufncturer, Sinclairtown.

I Common. Juror•.

/John Cnmpbell, fanner, &U6eld and Thornton.
Spteial Juror.. .AJc:z:nnder Brown, fnrmer, Locbbcn.d.

John Clark, feuaT, Auchtertool.
V Alexander MilJ.s, manufacturer, Victoria. Street, Dun- 55yi)avid Oardincr, baker, Cupar.

dee. ",Vnltcr Heggic, dyer, Kirknldy.
V James Spankie, merchant, Constitution Road, Dundee. V'""Jamcs 'Mercer, gardener, Priory Gardens.

25. Jnmcs Bell, grocer, l\1id trect, Constitution RotLd, 'Villiam Greig, farmer, Caskie BerraD.
Dundee. David Tmill, weaver, \Voodhead Street, DllDfermline.

.".. Alexander tewart. Royal Hotel, Netbergate, Dundee. 60. Robert Stevenson, mealdealer, Kirk.aJ.dy.
Jobn ADders D, fanner, Dod, 'MoDikie. George PeDUllnd, flesher, Kirkaldy.
James Grant, miller, Inzion, Linlrnlben. Robert Young, wea.\·er, Links of Abbotaball.
James Ainswortb, Invcreigbty House, Kinnettles. \,.0'" David Seott, public::m, Thornton~

SO. Da.vid Cl1rdCtlD, farmer, Eo.st Nevll.Y, Eassie and Aluandcr Lorimcr, plasterer, Bishopgate, Cupar.
Nevay. I 65t/ames Forsyth, labourer, Spittal.
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