g2 LETTERS,

LXVIL.—To tHE EarL oF GLENCAIRN.
EntnnurcH, [ S o 1787.]

My Lorp,—1 know your lordship will disapprove of my
ideas in a request I am going to make to you ; but I have
weighed, long and seriously weighed, my situation, my hopes,
and turn of mind, and am fully fixed to my scheme, il I can
possibly effecteate it 1 wish to get into the Excise: I am
told 1hat your lordship’s interest will easily procure me the
grant from the commissioners 3 and your lordship's patronage
and goodness, which have already rescoed me from obscurity,
wretchedness, and exile, embolden me to ask that interest.
You have likewise put it in my power to save the little tie
of home that sheltered an aged mother, two brathers, and
three sisters from destroction.  There, my lord, you have
bound me over to the highest gratitude,

My hrother’s larm is but a wretched lease, but T think he
will probably weather out the remaining seven years of it
and afier the assistance which T have given, and will give
him, to keep the family together, I think, by my guess, T
shall have rather better than two hundred pounds; and
instead of seeling, what is almost impossible at present to
fingd, a farm that T can ceriainly live by, with so small a
stock, I shall lodge this sum in a banking-house, 2 sacred
depaosit, excepting only the calls of uncommon distress ar
necessitous old age,

These, my lord, are my views: T have resolved from the
maturest deliberation ; and now T am fized, T shall leave no
stone unturned to carry my resolve into execution. Your
lordship's patronage is the strength of my hopes ; nor have
I yet applied to anybody else. Indeed my heart sinks
within me at the idea of applying to any other of the great
who have honoured me with their countenance. 1 am ill-
qualified to dog the heels of greatness with the impertinence
of solicitation, and tremble nearly as much at the thought of
the cold promise as the cold denial ; but to your lordship 1
have not only the honour, the comfort, but the pleasure of
being your lordship’s much obliged and deeply indebied
humble servant, R. B.



