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Jaw, znd, 17O

L have just received yours of the zolh, and feel muoch for
your situation. However, I heartily rejoice in your prospect
of recovery from that wile jaundice.  As to myself, T am
hetter, though not quite free of my complaint. Vou must
not think, as you seem to insinuate, that in my way of life 1
want exercise. Of that I have encugh; but occasional
hard drinking is the devil to me,  Against this I have again
and again bent my resolution, and have greatly succeeded.
Taverns I have totally abandoned : it is the private parties
in the family way, among the hard-drinking gentlemen of
this country, that do me the mischief—but even this I have
more than hall given over,

Mr. Corbet can be of little service to me at present; at
least T should he shy of applying. 1 eanmot possibly be
settled as a supervisor for several years. I must wait the
rotation of the list, and there are twenty names belore mine,
—1I might indeed get a job of officiating, where a settled
superyisor was ill, or aged ; but that hauls me from my family,
as [ could not remove them on such an uncertainty. Be-
sides, some envious, malicious devil has raised a little
demur on my political principles, and I wish to let that
matter settle before T offer myself too much in the eye of
my supervisors, I have set, henceforth, a seal on my lips,
as to these unlocky politics ; but to you T must breathe my
sentiments.  In this, as in everyihing else, 1 shall show the
undisguised emotions of my soul.  War I deprecate : misery
and ruin to thousands are in the blast that announces the
destructive demon.  Bot . . . R B

CLXXX.—To Mr. Eonerr Gragawm oF FIeTrRY.

ThoMFRIES, Morufng of 50 Far. 1703,
Sre—1I am this moment honoured with your letter,
With what feelings [ received this other instance of your
goodness I shall not pretend to describe.
Now to the charges which malice and misrepresentation
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corresponded  with, or had the least connection with any
political association whatever. Of Johnstone, the pulilisher
of the Edinlwrgh Gaselfeer, 1 know nothing. One evening,
in company with four or five friends, we met with his pro-
spectus, which we thought manly and independent ; and 1
wrote to him, ordering his paper for us.  If you think I act
improperly in allowing his paper to come addressed to me,
1 shall immediately countermand it 1 never wrote a line of
prose ta The Gaseffeer in my life.  An address, spoken by
Miss Fontenelle on her bencit night, and which 1 called
“The Rights of Woman,” 1 sent to The Gaseffeer, as also
some stnnzas on the Commemoration of the poet Thomseon :
both of these I will subjoin for your perusal. You will see
they have nothing whatever to do with politics.

4{5 to France, 1 was her enthusiastic votary in the begin-
ning of the business. When she came 1o shew her old
avidity for congquest by annexing Savey and invading the
rights of Holland, 1 altered my sentiments.

This, my honoured patron, is all. To this statement I
challenge disquisition. Mistaken prejudice or ungnarded
passion may mislead, have often misled me; but when
called on to answer for my mistakes, though no man can
feel keener compunction for them, yet no man can be more
superior to evasion or disguise.—]1 have the honour to be,
Sir, your ever grateful, etc., Fost. Bukxs.

CLXXXL —To Mr. Arex. Cunsincuam, W.S,, EDINRURGH.
Dusyrnins, 2ot Feb, 1703

Wiar are you doing? What hurry have you got on
your head, my dear Cunningham, that 1 have not heard
from you? Are you deeply engaged in the mazes of the
law, the mysterics of love, or the profound wisdom of
polities § Curse on the word |

Q. What is Politics ?

A It is a science wherewith, by means of nclarious




