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45 LETTERS

presided with great solemnity and honour to himself as a
gentleman and masen, amony other general toasts gave
“¥ Caledonia, and Caledonia’s Bard, Brother Burns,” which
reng through the whole assembly with multiplied honours
and repeated acclanations.  As I had no idea such a thing
waild happen, T was downright thunderstouck, and, trem-
bling in every nerve, made the best return in my power.  Just
as I had finished, some of the grand olficers said so loud that
[ could hear with a most comforting accent, *“Very well,
indeed " which set me something to rights again,

I have just now bad & visit from my landlady,* who is a
staid, sober, piously-lispescd, vice-abhorring widow, coming
on her climacteric ; she is at present in great tribulation
respecting some daughiers of Delial who are on the floor
immediately above, Aly landlady, who, as T have said, is a
fesh-disciplining godly matron, frmly believes her husband
15 in heaven; and, having been very happy with him on
garth, she vigorously and perseveringly practises such of
the most distinguished Christian virtues as  atlending
church, railing auainst vice, cte, that she may be gqualified
to meet him in that happy place where the ungodly shall
never enter,  "This, no doubt, requires some strong exer-
tions of self-denial in a hale, well-kept widow of lorty-fivie;
and as our flours are low and ill-plastered, we can easily
distinguish our l[aughter-loving, night-rejoicing  neighbours
when they are cating, drinking, singing, ete, My worthy
landlady tosses sleepless and unguiet, * looking for rest and
finding none," the whole night.  Just now she told me

though by-the-by she is sometimes dubious that Iam, in

her own phrase, * but a rough an’ roon” Christian,"—that
“we should not be uneasy or enviows beeanse the wicked
enjoy the good things of this life, for the jades would one
day lie in el ete,, ete.

I have today corrected my 152nd page. My best good
wishes to Mr Adkin—I am ever, dear Sir, your much
indebted humble servant, k. B,

* Mra. Carfrae, Baxter's Close, Lawnmarlet, FEdinlmrgh, aceord ing
b Juln Bichmond, low clerk .
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