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Page 2 of The Dunfermline Press of Saturday 21 December 1889 carried a large
report on the unveiling ceremony of the Bruce Memorial, performed by Lady Louisa
Bruce, sister of Victor Bruce, the 9" Earl of Elgin, which had taken place on
Wednesday of that week in Dunfermline Abbey.

The report contained an address by Provost Donald, who paid tribute to Lady

Louisa (described as a collateral descendant of the Great King) and said about the
memorial:

“The brass design was very beautiful but it was the least costly rare and costly
material in the memorial. The porphyry in which the brass design was set, was
the richer and rarer material, and was very much more costly. It was not out of a
common marble slab as they saw in other abbeys. It was taken out of one of the
Elgin trophies brought from Athens by Thomas, the sixth <sic> Earl of Elgin about
the beginning of this century. He (the Provost) had seen the block from which it
was taken at Broomhall, and a finer stone he never saw. (Applause) He ventured
to say, and he did so with some authority, that it was worth a thousand pounds.
It was said to have been the tomb of Constantine the Great.”

The report went on to include a response to the Provost from the 9" Earl of Elgin
which endorsed his comments and added :

“Regarding the marble he would only add that it was well known that Oriental

porphyry is famed for its richness and beauty, and he was able to state to them

that even in the skilled hands of Mr McGlashen, with all the modern appliances,
it had been found to be four times harder than granite.”

There were reports of other speeches plus the adjacent article which includes the
following:

“The brass is let into a splendid slab, 9 feet by 4 feet, of old Egyptian porphyry —
presented by the Earl of Elgin — which had been cut from an ancient sarcophagus
brought to this country by the grandfather of the present Earl, of Elgin marble
fame. The cutting, polishing, and preparing of this material, which is about four
times as hard as granite, has been done in a workmanlike way by Messers
Stewart McGlashen & Son, Canonmills Bridge, Edinburgh. The combination of
brass and porphyry, that latter of which has a peculiarly rich dark red tone, gives
to the memorial a worthy regal aspect.... “




