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On the 17th, orders were received at Buyukdere to embark the
whole of the detachment on the following Sunday for the Dardanelles.

On the 1gth, in the evening, we had a ftorm of thunder and
lightning, attended by occafional fhowers.

On the 21ft, in the morning, I left Buyukdere with the detach-
ment, which was, without lofs of time, embarked on board the
tranfport.

The wind being foul, fo as to detain the tranfport in the harbour,
I had fufficient leifure, during the two fucceeding days, to vifit all
my friends and conne&ions, and to take leave.
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CHAPTER V.

DEPARTURE FROM CONSTANTINOPLE—VOYAGE TO CHENKECALLY=—3ES=
TOS AND ABYDOS—TOWER OF LEANDER—ARRIVAL AT CHENNECALLY
JOIN THE CAPITAN PACHA™S PLEET—VISIT OF THE OFFICERS ON BOARD
THE SULTAN SELIM—CHARACTER.OF THE CAFPITAN PACHA—FPRESENT
STATE OF THE TURKISH MARINE=—DISHONESTY OF A TURKISH MARINE
—VISIT TO, THE ANCIENT SIGEAN—RECOVERY OF SOME CURIOUS RE-
MAINS OF ANTIQUITY=—DESCRIPTION OF THE FLAIN OF TROY, AND
THE TOMBS OF ACHILLES, PATROCLUS, AND AJAX—MOUNT IDA—DE-
SCHIPTION OF CHENNECALLY—CASTLES OF THE DARDANBLLES—ABY~
IIOS“—}IBCAF]TAT:DN OF A TURKISH ADMIRAL—DARDANIA—ORDERS
RECEIVED TO RETURN TO CONSTANTINOPLE—ARRIVAL THERE.

O'N the 2ad, the wind having become fair, we failed from the
harbour of Conftantinople. In paffing the Seraglio-point, we

fired a royal falute, and came to anchor in the cvening off Sclyvrie,
a little beyond Buyukcheckmegi, the pilot being apprehenfive that
we fhould otherwife reach the narrows before day-light, and that
the fafety of the veffel would thus be endangered. Early the
next morning we weighed anchor, and fteered towards our deftina-
tion. During the three following days we were becalmed between
the iflands of Marmora and Gallipoli. In this interval a gunner
belonging to the detachment fell a viétim to a dyfenteric complaint.
On the 28th we anchored in the Dardanclles, oppofite Mito, in
the bay of Nagara. 'We were clofe in with the Afiatic fhore, within
half a mile of the ancient city of Abydoes, and about two miles dif-
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tant from the caftles of Chennccally, to which we were bound. The
ftation we had taken up was truly claffical, being very near the fpot
where Leander, if the pocts may be credited, fwam acrofs the Hel-
lefpont to Scftos, to procure an interview with his beloved Hero.
On the ancient medals of his native city Abydos, he is feen in the
a& of fwimming, and endeavouring to reach the tower, on which,
in commemoration of this event, Hero afterwards placed a torch.
The veftiges of what is faid to have been the tower, which in later
times was employed as a light-houfe, are to be feen ftanding ona
rock at the fea fide.

About two hours after we had dropped cur anchor, the fhip drove,
and we were in danger of being carried over to the oppofitc thore.
To prevent this we were under the neceffity of cutting our cable,
and of making fail. We anchored foon after withinfide the Capitan
Pacha’s fleet, and about two miles below the town of Chennecally.

On our coming to anchor, we faluted the Capitan Pacha with
feventeen guns. Our falute having been returned, he came along-
fide the tranfport in a very beautiful barge, manned by a confider-
able number of rowers, and invited General Kochler on board his
fhip. The invitation was accepted ; and in the interview which
took place it was fcttled that on the following day all the officers
belonging to the miffion fhould be prefented to the Capitan Pacha.

l’n the morning of the 2gth, the general and officers went on
board the flag-thip, the Sultan Sclim, of onc hundred and thirty
guns. They were there prefented to the Capitan Pacha, by whom
they were received with the utmoft attention and politenefs; they
were then entertained with pipes, coffec, and a varicty of refrefh-
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ments, and were treated, in addition to the ufual ceremony, with
tea @ 7 Anglaife, out of an clegant and fuperb tea equipage. The
Capitan Pacha did them the honour to accompany them to every
part of his fhip, which they infpeéted minutely, and ordered his
crew to go through the exercife of the middle deck guns. This was
done by the word of command, and the manceuvres exccuted with
the greateft precifion and regularity. On his being complimented
on the excellent order and good difcipline obferved on board his fhip,
he handfomely declared, that all the merit was due to Captain
Samucl Hood, of the Saturn, who commanded the ftation off Alex-
andria, previoufly to the arrival of Sir Sydncy Smith, On many
fubfequent occafions he has expreffed his obligations to that very
meritorious and intelligent officer, for the effential improvements
which, through him, he has been enabled to introduce into his fleet,

Kuchuk Huffcin, the prefent Capitan Pacha, or High Admiral,
was originally a Georgian flave, and being a great favourite of the
Sultan, with whom he fpent his childith years, was clevated to his
prefent office and dignity without having ferved in any fubordinate
ftation in the Turkifh marine, in the amelioration of which, how-
ever, he has difplayed great zcal and ability.

It may be recolleéted, that at the end of the conteft between the
Ruffians and Turks, the marine of the latter was in a very wretched
condition. Kuchuk Huffein has fince exerted himfelf, and not
wholly without effect, to place it on a more refpediable footing.
Being divefted of the prejudices by which the Turks in general are
fo powerfully actuated, he has, in concert with the Grand Seignor,
introduced every innovation which could lead to improvement, and
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profited by every information he could colle& relative to the more
advanced ftate of naval feience in the great maritime ftates of
Europe.

In Plate IIL. is to be feen a portrait of a Capitan Pacha, one of
his predeceflors, habited in the robes of ceremony in which he ap-
pears on all public occafions.

It is fomewhat fingular that, notwithftanding the Grand Seignor
poflefles more ports and havens than any other European power, and
is mafter of the Black Sea, the coafts of which fupply him with
materials for the conftruion of his fhips of war, and although his
capital is eftablifhed on one of the fineft harbours in the univerfe,
ftill his navy has for a feries of years made but a very infignificant
figure in the hiftory of maritime nations. There was a time, in-
deed, when it vied with the navies of Spain, of Venice, and of fe-
veral other powers, then deemed of confiderable importance by fea;
but it has not kept pace with the progreffive improvements other
countrics have made. Under the prefent Capitan Pacha it is now
affuming a much more promifing afpet. In addition to the more
advantageous fyftem of naval tactics he is gradually introducing,
feveral experienced fhip-builders from England, France, and Sweden,
have been invited to the Turkifh dock-yards, where they have re-
cently built feveral fine fhips of the line, together with frigates and
fmaller veffels. Thus, was there not a probability that other caufes
may operate to the decline of the empire, there would be a profpeét
that the Ottoman navy might be raifed to that refpedability to
which it feems naturally entitled ; for it fhould be recolleéted that the
Grand Scignor is the fovercign of thofe nations, by whom the firft
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rudiments of maritime knowledge were taught, namely, the Pheni-
cians, the Rhodians, the Greeks inhabiting the coafts of the Archi-
pelago, the Cretans, &c. nations from their local fituation deftined,
it fhould feem, to the feience and practice of navigation.

Levanti is the term which the Turks apply to the feamen of their
own nation, as well as to all the foreigners employed in their marine.
It would appear that it is a corruption of the Italian language, being
applied by the Italians themfelves to the inhabitants of the coafts of
Greece, and of the Archipelago, whenee the greater part of thefe
feamen are procured.  They are in general a very unprincipled and
turbulent fet of men, as was more particularly manifefted in' Con-
flantinople, and in the fuburbs of Pera and Galata, a few days before
the failing of the Capitan Pacha’s flet.

To return to my narrative.  On the 31t the officers and detach-
ments landed for the purpofe of putting into execution the different
plans which had been laid before the Grand Scignor, and approved
by him; and he had given the neceflary authority to have them
carried into the fulleft cffe, -

On the 2d of November, the Phacton frigate, Captain Morris,
arrived in the Dardanelles, having on board his Excellency the Earl
of Elgin, his Britannic Majefty’s ambaffador to the Sublime Porte,
with his lady and fuite. The gencral and all the officers of the
miflion immediately went on board to pay their refpeéts to his
Lordfhip, and compliment him on his arrival. The Phaeton faluted
the Capitan Pacha with ninctcen guns, which were returned by an
cqual number.  His Exccllency, together with Lady Elgin, Captain
Morris, and the principal perfons of the fuite, paid a vifit to the
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Capitan Pacha on board the Sultan Sclim. They were faluted on
their way by both the fhips; and accepted of the Capitan Pacha's
invitation to partake of a Turkifh fupper.

On the morning of the 3d, the Phacton frigate, with the above-
mentioned perfons on board, failed for Conﬁ:antinoi:]e.

On the 5th, a ferjeant belonging to the military artificers, in pre-
paring money for the payment of the detachment, in the prefence of
a well dreffed galangis, or Turkith marine, quitted the room for a
moment, and left the moncy lying on the table, On his return, the
galangis had difappeared with an hundred and twenty piaftres.®* This
circumftance having been made known, and the perfon of the delin-
quent defcribed to the Capitan Pacha, the galangis, from a conviction
that the inquiry which the Pacha had inftituted would inevitably lead
to his difcovery, came on the fecond evening after to the general's
houfe, and confeffed the robbery. The general, with great humanity,
yiclded to his folicitation, to endeavour, by a timely interference, to
fave his life, and applied to the Pacha in his favour. Several days
clapfed before this affair was brought to the conclufion which the
general withed. During that interval, from his anxicty to prevent
the unfortunate culprit from being ftrangled, he had exprefled fome
doubts relative to the identity of -his perfon. In reply to this, the
Pacha very handfomely, and without hefitation, declared his full con-
vi€tion that the galangis in queftion had taken the money, as he was
certain that an Englithman would not tell an untruth.

On the 7th, at cight in the morning, I accompanied the gcuml
and officers to Koum Kali, which we reached between ten and eleven

* A piaftre is equal to about one fhilling and fixpence Englith,
K
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o'clock. 'We there paid our refpeéls to the Bey, Adam Oglu, gover-
nor of the four fortrefles, and of the diftriét of the Dardanclles. He
gave us a very civil reception, and fupplied us with horfes to proceed
to the village of Giawr-keuy, or Janizari Cape, built on the fite of
the ancient Sigeum, and ftanding on an eminence which commands
the plain of Troy. The purpore of our journey thither was to pro-
cure a very curious bas-relief, and the celebrated Sigman infeription,
for Lord Elgin, who had feen them, and was defirous to tranfmit
them to England. To accomplifh this, a firman was procured from
the Capitan Pacha, who alfo furnifhed a chaous to be the bearer of it,
‘We were not long in coming at thefe valuable antiquities, which we
found at the entrance of a fmall Greek chapel. The Greeks, by whom
the village was exclufively inhabited, were extremely averfe to their
being taken away. Their relu@ance, we were told, arofe from a fu-
perftitious opinion they entertained, that by touching thefe ftones
agues were cured.  'We were, however; more fortunate on this ecca-
fion than the Count de Choifenl Gonflier was fome years before, in his
attempt to remove the marble containing the Sigzan infeription. He
failed, notwithftanding the firmans of HafTan Pacha, who had aided
him with all his influence over the Grecks: but our chaous, with the
Capitan Pacha’s firman, effe@tcd his purpofe. The block of marble
on which the Sigman infeription, fo frequently mentioned by anti-
quarians, is cut, conftituted originally the pillar of an hermetie column.
The words of the infeription itfelf are alternately written backwards
and forwards, a peculiarity which denotes it to be of the higheft anti-
quity. '~ On the bas-relief we found five figures very finely feulptured,
but the heads of which, with one exception only, were unfortunately
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broken off. As this curious remnant of antiquity has, as well as the
Sigaan infcription, been fince conveyed to England, any further de-
tails relative to it would be fuperfluous.

‘We next vifited the tumuli, or barrows, which tradition has de-
fcribed as the tombs of Achilles and Patroclus. At fome diftance
from them we faw another barfow, which is ftyled the tomb of Ajax.

The plain of Troy, over which we rode, is of very confiderable ex-
tent, being about twelve miles in length, and from five to fix in
breadth. It is fertile, and in a good ftate of cultivation. A great
part of the land is laid out in pafturage, on which numerous herds of
cattle browze. The rivers Scamander and Simocis run meandering
through the plain; and near to their confluence ftands the village of
Bourna Bafhi, on the fite, as is fuppofed, of the ancient Ilium. At
an inconfiderable diftance from this village arc to be feen the veftiges
of an ancient temple dedicated to Apollo.  Several other fmall villages
are interfperfed. The Scamander being at prefent but feantily fup-
plied with water, a part of its bed affords herbage for cattle,

From Giawr-keuy we had a fine and diftin@ view of Mount Ida,
and alfo of the tomb from whence Polites, the fon of Priam, recon-
noitred the forces of the Greeks. We were under the neceffity of
deferring till'a more convenient opportunity our projeted excurfion
to Alexandria Troas, or, as it is now ftyled by the Turks, Efca Stam-
boul. 'We flept in a houfe which the Bey had prepared for us.®

* For a more minute defeription of this highly celebrated (pot, T refer the reader to
the Remarks and Obfervations on the Plain of Troy, publifhed in 1800, by Captain
Franklin, in the fervice of the Eaft India Company; whercin the author expreffes him-
felf thoroughly fatisfied with the corredtnefs of the poet Homer in his beautiful deferip-
tion of Troy. .
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On the 8th we paid an early vifit to Adam Oglou, who accompanied
us on our rcturn, to Chennecally, in compliance with an imperious
meffage he had received from the Capitan Pacha to repair thither,
On this occafion he was extremely dejeéted, and appeared to labour
under ftrong apprehenfions that his vifit to the Capitan Pacha would

. be attended by very ferious confequences. Indeed he did not fcruple
to confefs as much to General Kochler, whom he folicited to interfere
in hisbehalf. In this the general was fuccefsful, but not before the
Bey had been exceedingly alarmed at the appearances which manifefted
themifelves againft him.  He had previoufly declared to feveral of our
gentlemen, that he had conftantly at his command ten thoufand fight-
ing men, and that in the fpace of threc days he could affemble an
army of forty thoufand. With fo confiderable a force in his hands,
fuch is the fyftem purfued in Turkey, and fuch the confequences to
be apprehended from a menacing meflage received from a minifter or
other perfon high in authority, that Adam Oglou found himfelf placed
in a very precarious and hazardous fituation.

In the afterncon I made an cxcurfion of feveral miles into the in-
terior of the country. Chennecally is fituated on the Afiatic fide of
the Dardanelles, in a flat territory, which extends for feveral miles, and
is terminated by a lofty chain of mountains reaching from Mount Ida.
On the caft and fouth-weft fides the town is furrounded by marfhy
grounds, which, being contiguous to it, muft unqueftionably fubjed
the inhabitants to intermittents. On the caftern fide there is a very
fine grove of fycamore trees. About cighteen months before the date
of this part of the narrative, the plague extended itfelf to Chenne-
cally, and carried off daily from thirty to forty of the inhabitants.



It is faid that the Dardanelles are never infefted by that difeafe, unlefs
when it rages with great and uncommon violence at Conftantinople.
A ill more fingular fact has alfo been ftated, namely, that in the
town of Mito, on the European fide, and oppofitc to Abydos, the
inhabitants-are ‘not fufceptible of the plague; and that the infeéted
perfons, who have .occafionally been brought thither by ftealth, have
all recovered. ; |

The ‘water in Chennecally being brackifh, and of a tafte difagree-
able to the palate, the inhabitants are under the neceffity of obtain~
ing their fupplies from: the neighbouring fountains, - The furrounding
plain is in a tolerable ftate of culture, and abounds in vineyards, in
addition to which there is fome produce of cotton, hemp, and different
kinds of grain. +‘Camels and' buffaloes are: employed for agricultural
and other purpofes. The town is filthy in the extreme, the ftreets
very narrow, and the houfes, which indeed refemble almoft all thofe
that are to be met with in the Turkifh towns and villages, wretchedly
bad.

Game isin great plenty at Chennecally, as are alfo turkeys, geefe,
ducks, and’ fowls; ‘The mutton is of a good quality ; and there is a
conftant fupply of excellent vegetables, as well as of fruits of every.
kind, when in feafon. - We had not as yet been able to afcertain
whether there was any public market for fith. The wine made at
Chennecally is pleafant and cheap.

‘At this place there is a manufactory of earthen ware, and enother -
for the preparation of the fkins which are converted into the red,
yellow, and black Turkey leather, held in fuch univerfal eftimation.
Near this place the Capitan Pacha brings his flect to anchor once a
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year, to colle&, for the Turkith government, the annual tribute from
the adjacent diftri@ts. He was expedled to fail for. Conftantinople in
the courfe of a few days.

The Dardanelles are principally defended by four caftles, on which
are mounted a confiderable number of guns, many of them.of an un-
commonly large caliber, having, in fome inftances, a diaméter. of not
lefs than thirty inches. In one of thefe guns a Turk was feen by our
party, feated, and in the a& of cating his meal. Onc of the caftles
is fituated at Chennccally, and another on the oppofite fide of the
ftraits at Kelletbahar. The other two arc at the entrance of the Dar-
danclles, one at Scttelbahar, on the European fide, and the other at
Koum Kali, on the Afiatic fide.

At the time when Lieutenant-colonel Holloway and Major Hope
were engaged in the furvey of the caftles and coaft, a practice was
made by the Turks from the great guns at Chennccally for the pur-
pofe of convincing the Englith officers that their large marble and
granite balls, difcharged & ricocher,* would reach quite acrofs the Dar-
danelles. They indeed furnifhed a melancholy proof of this; a family
of three individuals, fitting in a ficld on the oppofite fide, having been
killed by one of the fhots.

On the gth, in the morning, the officers and men belonging to the
Britith military miffion affembled on the efplanade, to receive the

* In firing d ricscher, the picce is no more than half charged, infomuch that it car-
ries the ball to a certain diftance only. In its fall, the latter fkips, rolls, and makes
rebounds (ricochiess )y as is the cafe with pebbles thrown in a horizontal direction on the
furface of the water, in skimming which they produce what by boys are called ducks
and drates. This praltice is employed to fweep and clear a covered way, a rampart,
&c. and its invention is afcribed to the celebrated Vauban,
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Capitan Pacha, who came thither in ftate to infpeét the nature and
fituation of the propofed additional works, which had been traced out
for that purpefe.  He was faluted by the men of war and caftles, his
Kia Bey, with a numerous retinue, attending on the beach,

The infpe@tion having been gone through, and the neceffary ex-
planations made: to him, the Pacha paid many compliments to the
general and officers; and exprefled his full and entire approbation of
all that was propofed to be done. The works were accordingly com~
menced without lofs of time.

On the 11th, much rain, accompanicd with thunder and thtning.
having fallen the preceding evening, and the ftorm having continued
during the whole of the night, we experienced a very great and fud-
den change of weather.  The wind had fhifted to the north-eaft;
and as we were without fires, we found the cold, which had come
upon us thus unexpeétedly, very unpleafant.  In riding out this day,
1 examined the fpot on which the ancient Abydos is faid to have been
fituated, and found upon it feattered fragments of old bricks, ftones,
&e. which furnifh an evident proof that it was the fite of fome an-
«cient town. Near to this fpot a late Capitan Pacha ereéted a kiofque
ornamented by a fine fountain, and alfo a mofque. The kiofque being
-ﬂ'h:;hed at the head of a bay, which, during the winter months, ferves
for the anchorage of the Turkifh fhips of war, is a favourite refidence
‘of the prefent Capitan Pacha.!

[ On the' morning 'of the 12th I rode to a Turkifh village, diftant
from:Chennecally about three miiles. | It was of the fame defeription
with the villages I-have alreadynoticed.:  Tlic/late ‘heavy falls of rain
had fet the/country people tol Work : while fome of them were bufied
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in pruning their vines, others were employed in the fields in ploughing
and in fowing their barley.

On the 15th the Capitan Pacha, who had moved his flect to the
bay of Nagara, near Abydos, promoted one of his captains to the rank
of rear-admiral.. 'We were given to underftand that this promotion
took place in confequence of a Turkifh admiral having been decapi-
tated for negle& of duty, in fuffering Bonaparte to make his efcape
by fea from Egypt. The newly created admiral was faluted on the
occafion by the fhips of the Turkifh fquadron. '

On the 18th I received a vifit from Dr. Rhazi, phyfician to the
Capitan Pacha, with whom I had made an acquaintance the preced-
ing evening at the houfe of the Ruffian conful.  On the following
day, after having accompanied him to the general's houfe, we vifited |
together two of the Turkifh captains who were indifpofed. = A con-
firmation of the news of Bonaparte's efcape from Egypt reached Chen-
necally this day.

On the 24th I walked to the fite of the ancient Abydes, which I
had meore leifure to infpe than on my firft vifit. In addition to the
abundance of fragments of bricks, and heaps of ftones and rubbifh,
which were fcattered over the entire furface of the ground, I noticed
a fmall portion of a wall of a tower of confiderable thicknefs, the only
veftige of a ruin ftill ftanding.

For feveral preceding days the weather had been coki rainy, and
tempeftuous, the thermometer ranging from 42 to 45 degrees. It
cleared up on the 25th, when I had a pleafant morning’s ride to the
fpot where the ancient Dardania ftood. On the ground I found frag-
ments of bricks profufely feattered. Thefe, together with the flones
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and rubbifh with which they were blended, were irrefragable proofs of
the remote exiftence of buildings on the fpot, near to which [ obferved
the veftiges of an ancient fort.

On the 26th I made an excurfion to the mountains, whence I had
the fatisfa@tion of furveying one of the moft beautiful profpeéts ima-
gination can paint. In my rear was Mount Ida; and in front the
Dardanelles, together with Imbros, Samothrace, and the Saronic gulf.
Tenedos, Lemnos, and the Agean Sea, were to the left; and to the
right Gallipoli, Marmora, and other diftant objedts. The fun fhining
very bright, the tops of Mount Ida, and of the Samothracian hills,
glittered with accumulated maffes of fnow.

The Capitan Pacha having this day given an order that feveral un-
ferviceable guns fhould be broken in pieces, the Topgis Bafhi, or
commandant of Tuskifh artillery, took the following method to carry
it into cxecution. A large pile of wood having been laid on the guns,
was fet fire to in the evening, and kept burning until carly the next
morning, when an account was brought that a Turkifh gunner had
been killed, and the Capitan Facha’s chief gunner wounded, by the
burfting of one of the guns in the fire. In accounting for this acci-
dent, various opinions were entertained. It was aferibed by fome to
the circumftance of a quantity of cold water having been thrown on
the heated metal by the Turks employed in the operation; but it
appeared to us flill more probable that, having negleéted to withdraw
the charge, an explofion took place on the gun being heated.  Several
of the fragmchts were thrown to a confiderable diftance. The poor
Topgis Bathi was {o much alarmed by the difaftrous event which
had occurred, that he immediately betook himfelf to flight, as did

L
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alfo his brother, from an apprehenfion of the confequences of the
Capitan Pacha's difpleafure.

On the 30th the Phacton frigate arrived from Conftantinople with
letters which occafioned the removal of the miffion to that place, as
a ftep preparatory to its being employed on fome important fervice,
Orders were in confequence iffued by the general that the officers and
detachment fhould hold themfelves in readinefs to embark the follow-
ing morning on board the tranfport. The wind being northerly,
however, there was a profpect of our being detained at Chennecally
for fome days.

On the 1ft of December 1 embarked on board the tranfport with
my baggage; and on the following day the officers and detachment
embarked. The gencral was to proceed to Cor[ﬁnntinoplc in a Turkifh
boat. In the morning I went over to Mito, on the European fide,
and purchafed a cafk of wine at fix paras the oke, fomewhat lefs than
three pence Englifh per bottle.  In the afternoon we failed for Con-
ftantinople, with a fair and fteady breeze, and pafled Gallipoli late in
the cvening. On the 3d we entered thie Sea of Marmora with a frefh
gale; and on the 4th at noon, the tranfport anchored in Conftan.
tinople harbour.  On our landing we found that the general was not
yet arrived, which happened two or three days afterwards. The of-
ficers paid a vifit to Lord Elgin, by whom we were invited to dine on

the following day.
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