Edinburgh Evening News Friday September 11, 1992
Front page headline: GAY THREAT TO JUSTICE
NEWS EXCLUSIVE: Secret police report claims senior lawyers could be vulnerable to blackmail.
By David Forsyth News Reporter.

A CONFIDENTIAL police report claims influential gays in the Scottish legal profession may have seriously
interfered with the course of justice.

A High Court judge, two sheriffs, prominent members of the legal profession, local businessmen and
convicted criminals are all named in the report to Chief Constable Sir William Sutherland.

It warns that the gay legal fraternity involved have left themselves open to threats or blackmail.

The report, which details several major inquiries, was ordered by the Chief Constable after concern was
raised with him by Linlithgow MP Tam Dalyell.

It is understood Mr Dalyell had expressed fears that homosexual relationships in private lives may have
influenced people holding prominent public office in the justiciary in decisions surrounding several cases
dating back to 1988.

A senior detective was ordered to interview officers involved in five different inquiries and read through all
the relevant case material. His 11-page report details facts and speculation surrounding Crown Office
decisions not to prosecute some cases, and to abandon others.

The cases listed are:

* A massive embezzlement surrounding collapsed city solicitors firm Burnett Walker. The two partners
involved were homosexual.

* A £200,000 fraud involving an Edinburgh-based building firm Teague Homes (Scotland).

* A three-year inquiry into an alleged mortgage fraud in which a senior advocate was a major suspect.

* The withdrawal of 47 of the 57 charges brought in the Capital’s “rent boy” investigation shortly before the
trial was due to begin.

¢ Allegations that a sheriff had been photographed in compromising gay sex acts.

The report states that in the Burnett Walter case police officers faced difficulties in the gathering of
documents which gay lawyer Colin Tucker, one of the two suspects, was attempting to dispose of — even
though they had received confidential information warning them of his actions.

The report also points out that the Teague Homes case, involving Tucker and another man, was scheduled
for a two-week trial at the High Court in Dunfermline. It was abandoned by the Crown after just six days
without explanation.

The rent boys case saw the bulk of the charges dropped by the Crown, again without explanation. That
surprised the police, the procurator fiscal's office, and even the defence lawyers.

According to the report, this meant no Edinburgh rent boys took the witness stand to give evidence about
the Capital’s gay scene—amid rumours surrounding prominent members of the legal profession and the
judiciary.



The report concludes: “The inference is one of a well-established circle of homosexual persons in Edinburgh
with influence in the justiciary who may, or may not, have exercised that influence but who have formed
associations which in themselves lay them open to threats or blackmail.

"It may well be the case that homosexuality per se is no longer considered detrimental to the standing of a
person holding public office. “However the circumstances set out in this report indicate that homosexuality
may well have been used as a means to seriously interfere with the administration of justice." [Article ends]

Front page sidebar:

Police Statement

The Evening News asked Chief Constable Sir William Sutherland for his comment on the affair.

He issued the following statement:

“This is a matter on which Lothian and Borders Police would not wish to generally comment. I have no
lack of confidence in the Crown Office. This is also the view of my senior officers who have contact with
them.

Decisions on prosecutions are always a matter for the Crown and they alone, after inquiry and
precognition, are aware of all the facts, some of which will not be known to the reporting officers”
Deputy Crown Agent Alf Vannet said he was unable to comment on an internal police report, but his
office would respond to the Chief Constable if he raised the issues with them.

Linlithgow MP Tam Dalyell, whose inquiry sparked off the report, declined to speak to the Evening News.

Page 3, Banner headline: NEWS INVESTIGATION - CASES FOR CONCERN
A COPY of a confidential report highlighting police concern over the handling of several major cases by
prosecutors in Edinburgh has come into the hands of the Evening News. It says that homosexuality may

well have been used to seriously interfere with the administration of justice.
DAVID FORSYTH reports.

Dalyell's letter the trigger for report

The secret report was drawn up against a background of disquiet and serious concern among the ranks of
Edinburgh's detectives.

But it was prompted not by the internal unhappiness in the force, but by a letter from campaigning MP Tam
Dalyell which dropped on Chief Constable Sir William Sutherland's desk like a bombshell at the end of
November last year.

Sir William immediately ordered a senior detective to investigate in depth and report back to him.

The report says of Mr Dalyell's letter: “In general terms the letter narrates a series of apparently linked
matters relating to the personal and public conduct of individuals holding prominent public office in the
justiciary and in Edinburgh legal circles.

Relevant

"The overall inference is one of homosexual relationships between persons in positions of influence
resulting in that influence being exercised to obstruct the proper course of Justice in specific matters.”

The letter alludes to continuing disquiet among police officers at apparently puzzling outcomes in certain
trials since the mid 1980s.

The reporting officer says: "Having examined all the main issues referred to by Mr Dalyell, and read the
relevant evidence in the form of reports, statements and transcripts, it is difficult to say that all matters
referred to have been fully investigated."

The overwhelming conclusion had to be that a number of inquiries remained to be done.



A litany of legal discrepancies.

CASE ONE: In April 1988, the Law Society of Scotland found discrepancies in the accounts of legal firm
Burnett Walker of Stafford Street, Edinburgh, and reported their findings to the then procurator-fiscal
Douglas Allan. A police inquiry was ordered by him. It centred on the senior partner lan Walker and full
partner Colin Tucker, both described in the report as practising homosexuals. On June 4, lan Walker hanged
himself following Press coverage of the Inquiry. Six days later, says the report, officers of the fraud squad
received confidential information that Tucker was removing documents from the Burnett Walker offices
and attempting to dispose of them.

Defence It then details difficulties the officers faced in attempting to prevent him from carrying out that
course of action. For legal reasons, the Evening News is unable to reveal what the report maintains was the
cause of the problem. Tucker was charged with embezzling clients' money. He was found not guilty after
trial at the High Court in Edinburgh in December 1989. In Tucker's defence, he claimed Walker had
threatened to expose him as a homosexual and forced him to take part in the scheme. According to the
report, Tucker's own solicitor David Blair Wilson had told police that he was amazed at the not guilty
verdict. During Tucker's trial, rumours had surfaced of a "list" containing the names of prominent members
of the legal profession, including several judges, who were said to be active homosexuals. The report goes
on: 'The reporting officer now believes that the so-called list may indeed take the form of a precognition
taken from Tucker for the defence prior to his trial. "Other information indicates, however, that it is simply
a list of names. In any event, Tucker's acquittal caused many expressions of disquiet from persons on both
sides of the judicial system." The report points out that three days after Tucker's acquittal, Lord Dervaird —
who was not involved in the case — resigned amid allegations of homosexuality.

CASE TWO: Colin Tucker was involved in another major fraud inquiry, this time centring on the locally
based building firm Teague Homes (Scotland). The allegations were that, while acting company secretary to
the firm in 1987, Tucker and financial director Gordon May — also allegedly a homosexual — had
fraudulently diverted more than £200,000. In the autumn of that year, an internal inquiry was launched and
at Christmas May travelled to Thailand. He resigned from the company and, according to the report, ran a
Thai hotel and club known as the Ambience Hotel and Boys, Boys, Boys nightclub "which is openly
engaged in providing services for homosexuals.”

Comment The report states the firm decided not to pursue the matter, but in April 1990, on Crown Office
instructions, police inquiries began into the alleged misappropriation of funds. Both May and Tucker were
charged with fraud and went to trial at the High Court in Dunfermline in May the following year. The
report adds: "All charges against both accused were dropped by the Crown six days into a trial scheduled to
last two weeks. The reasons for dropping the charges are not known, and the Crown Office have made no
further comment on the decision.” The report speculates that one effect of taking the trial to Dunfermline
was to reduce Press coverage. It also says that May’s Thailand club and hotel were thought to have been
frequented by several persons on the Edinburgh gay scene, including “the gay element of the legal
fraternity”.

CASE THREE: A mortgage fraud inquiry centred on the activities of a leading advocate involved in the
property market was again initiated by the Crown Office, the report says. But by October of last year, the
Crown Office Fraud Unit had written to the Chief Constable to say that no further proceedings were to be
taken against the advocate. The report adds: "It is an understatement to say that this instruction was met
with dismay by those officers involved in the inquiry, and having read the relevant reports it is the inquiry
officers' opinion that they represented a strong case .... "

CASE FOUR: Allegations made by a 16-year-old runaway from a Fife children's home prompted an inquiry
into a network of homosexuals who used male prostitute Neil Duncan to procure young men for sex. The
inquiry was codenamed Operation Planet. According to the report, the young rent boys tended to be



vulnerable, often homeless, in need of money or dabbling in drugs. The sexual acts involved were
sometimes grossly indecent. The report states: "The Crown case in relation to Operation Planet was
processed with apparent zeal by identified Crown Counsel and an indictment libelling a total of 57 charges
was eventually prepared. This included six charges added by the Crown itself during the preparation of the
indictment. "Indications were that the Crown were prepared to go to trial on all charges against all accused,
citing a large number of witnesses from the gay scene in Edinburgh, many of whom were undoubtedly in
possession of potentially compromising information concerning a number of outwardly respectable
people." The report says shortly before the trial "and to the surprise and annoyance of the reporting officer
and the then Procurator Fiscal Duncan Lowe, Crown Counsel arranged a meeting with various defence
agents and announced to their surprise that it was no longer policy to prosecute consensual homosexual
conduct with persons under 18 years. The result of this was that 47 of the original 57 charges were dropped,
five of the ten accused walked free, one went to trial and was found not proven and the remaining four
pleaded guilty to reduced charges. The report goes on to say there was a feeling that the decisions made
were "not in accordance with justice but were a deliberate means of preventing possible compromise of
prominent public figures by stopping the rent boy witnesses from giving evidence and identifying other
homosexual partners". It adds: "At the end of the day the only charges which formed the basis of conviction
were those involving a 16-year-old from Kirkcaldy with no previous connections to Edinburgh or its gay
scene and the least potentially compromising witness." This section of the report concludes: "Persons
engaged in the inquiry, however, feel that the decision to drop charges and prosecution was a tactical
one....to prevent the possibility of evidence being presented which could potentially compromise senior
figures in the judiciary.”

CASE FIVE: Gay Stephen Conroy counted several legal figures amongst his friends. Two lawyers, a QC and
Colin Tucker are all named in the report. In December, 1990, information was supplied to the fraud squad
by a business associate of Conroy's suggesting that compromising photographs existed showing a Sheriff
and "naked males indulging in homosexual acts". It is claimed one of the photographs showed the Sheriff
dancing in Conroy's company at a gay discotheque in February last year. The business associate and
Conroy were interviewed in March and April last year. Conroy said he had seen the photographs in the
New Town home of a QC. He also claimed to have hearsay knowledge of the homosexual activities of
another Sheriff and a High Court judge. The information has not led to any charges or prosecutions being
brought. Conroy is serving a six-year prison term in connection with frauds totalling £180,000.

News demands answers. THE Evening News wrote to the Lord Advocate, then Lord Fraser, in January of
last year after most of the charges in the "rent boy" case were dropped at the last minute. We sought an
explanation for this course of action, which followed an extensive and expensive police inquiry. The
Evening News said the matter raised several questions:

* Why the Crown took this course of action in view of the fact that they had themselves previously
increased the number of charges?

* Had fresh evidence suddenly come to light which weakened the Crown case on all these charges?

* How much public money had been spent pursuing the case?

The answer we received simply stated that the matter was one for the Crown.
[Evening News article of Friday, September 11, 1992 ends]
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