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LAW S, f!fc.

CHAP I.

CONSTITUTION OF TYE SOCIETr.

THE SPECULATiVE SOCIETY shall consist of

Ordinary, Extraordinary, and Honorary Mem­

bers.

SECT. 1.

OF ORDIYARY MZM~ERS.

ART_ 1, Application for admission Into the Application

Society shall be made by a petition, attested by A' f~r.
Qm15S10D~

two of the members.

2. When the num ber of ordinary residing

members amounts to 30. no more petitions can

be received.

3- Vlhenever the number of petitions at

one time shall exceed that of vacancies, the

order of preference for a corresponding num­

ber of petitions shall be determined by lot.

and those which are not thcn drnwu for bailot

A
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Voting
on

Petitions.

Ticket
of

Admission.

, I d t prt'or·',ty when vacanciesshall be enllt e 0 a

again occur.
. Every petition shall lie on tne table

tiitthe next meetin~ after that at wh;ch it is

presented. It shall then be determined ~n by

ballot; and the concurrence of two-thirds at

the members present shall be necessary to ad­

mit th.e candidate.
5, Two petitions cannot be received from

-any candidine in the same session, without an

interval of eight weeks between the date of

the 2d, and the rejection of the 1st; nor from

any person in the same session in which he

has been expelled,
6. Every memlier, on his admission, shall

receive an attestation thereof, signed by the

President of the meeting :ll1d thc Sec,erary.

and stamped with the Society's device; he

shall then pay as entry-money a certain lum,

to be regulated at the first meeting of each

sessIOn.
Annuai G.!!OIO. 7. Every ordinary member shall pay an,

nually a certain sum to the Secretary for the

use of the Society; the qliora to be regulate<l

at the first meeting of each session.

3. No demission shall be accepted from

.ny member, unless the same be signified four

ordinary meetings at least before it 1V0uld have

fallen to him to deliver a discourse. •

9. When an ordinary member is to leave

Edin burgh, the Society shall gm~t him a pri',

vilege, by which he can res~me his seat u'pon

his retur;]. Such ncn.residing privilege can­

not take effect till after the actuai departure

of the member to whom it was granted, and

until payment is made of any arrears due by

by such member to the Society's funds. If

such member return to EdinDurgh during the

session of the Society, and do not appear to

resume his scat, he shall forfeit the benefit of

his non-residing privilege.

SECT. H.

UTRAORDIXARY AND HONORARY MEM:DE~.

ART. t. Extraordinary memoers .hail enj:>y

all the privileges of ordinary members. be e!i;;i­

hie to all tlie ct1ice~ of the So~iety. a"d ~t the

,am~ time be eXC"'pt from all its burdens.

An ordinary me:nher shall be entitled to rc­

quest extraordinary privileges arrer three ~'ears

attendance, and the punctual,performance of

Non.resid1tlg
PriTiiege.

E),-tr:lordinuy
:\!~rnl,)ers.
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Honor:lry
Mcx:gbers.

tbe business allotted him by the Society dur­

ing that period. But, if he has been absent

on a non.residing privilege, such absence, un­

less it exceed t~ period of one session, shall

not preclude his claim.

The claim for extraordinary privileges shall

be decided by ballot at the next ordinary

meeting after tbat on which it is made, and it

shall require the consent of tlVo-thin]s of the

members present to confer them. Extraordi­

nary privileges cannot be claimed by any mem­

ber within four weeks of the time when it

would have fallen to him to deliver a discollCse,

or while he is in arrear to the Society's funds,

If bis application be refused, it cannot be re­

newed that session.
~. Honorary Members ,;oall cnj'Jy the same.

privileges with e:w'aOldinary members, and

shall have precedence to all others on the 1'011.

The Society may raise any of its memben (()

this rank on a motion to that eflect. This mo­

tion shall be decided in the same way as J pe­

tition for extraordinary privileges. They shail

receive a diploma, according to the form r.greed

upon by the Society; stamped with its device

under its 5e21; and subSCribed by at least tll'O

of the Pmidents, and by the Secret~r)'.

SECT. rn.

Privileges of the members of the HISTORICAL M,mbenoftbe
" D . f h . Historic,l 50-
.:JOCU::'TY OF UBLIN, In terms 0 t e compact ci~tyoiDubL~

entered into by the Speculative Society with

the Historical Society of Dublin, dated 24th

November tZB3. and recorded in the minutes.

The n~embers of th~t Society shall be entitled

to the fdiowll1g prideges.

ART. r. Any member of tbe Historical So­

ciety of Dublin, upon producing the proper

certificate, shall be admitted a member of the

Speculatlve Society, provided he hus ne ver been

formerly rejected.

2. He shall be capable or filling any office

in the Society, and of speaking and voting on

all literary buslness; and shall be cequired, ill

rotatiun With the ordinary members, :0 deiiver

discourses. and open questions.

3. He shaH be exempted from ail ordinary

sub-cnpuons, and from all pe!H:'.1~ies, t~cept

such as he may incur by neglect or' E:er.rr

J'Jty, or by d:scrde;-iy behaVIOur.

4. Uldcss he has been c.ected a F~'e~i:!e:1t,

he ~h:lil Pout hare th~ rjght of spe4;ki:-:s and
YC:!I~g on IlriYiite ~uEi:l~~S.
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CHAP. 11.

nFlCEl1S Of THE SOClErr.

SECT. r.

Presidents. AaT. I. THERE shall be an annual election

of Five PRESIDENTS at the third ordinary meet.

ing of each session. The manner of electing

them shall !>e by lists to be given in by each

of the members present at the meeting.

z. The duty of President is to preterve

order and deqlrum in the Society. He shall

have the power to impose fines for unbecom­

ing language or behaviour. He shall not cen.

sure any n1ember, or rebUKe him f:'om the

chair, for any opinions he de~ivcrs, withon: first

recei"ing authoriry from the Society for that

purpose; but he has a discretionary powe~' of

calling any member to order.

3· If the member does not pay attention

to the President's injunctions, he is to impose

fines as in cases of improper behaviour.

4· ~o enquiry or discussion is to take place,

on the propriety or il:lpropriety of the Prcsi.

r

;

( u )

dent's conduct, without the coment of two­
thirds of the me:nhers present.

5. The President shall appoint the com­

mittees and extraordinary meetin3' judged ne­

cessary by the Societ)-.

6. The sitting President shall not have a

vote in any case, except when tbe :nanner of

voting is by ballot, or where there is an equa­

lity.

SECT. IT.

·ART. I. A memher of the Society shall be Secretary.

chosen SLCRETARY, and shall continue in that

office during the' pleasure of the Society, or

tin he chuses to resign it. Ir-'"«/-I

2. He shall keep regular meetiflgs of the

Society's proceedings. He shall abo have the

management of their funds; and, at the close

or' each session, present a stare of them for the

inspection of a c:lmmittee, who shall be em­

powered to cli-:d:~r.se them.

.....
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C RAP. Ill.

TI ..l.lE dSD PLACE: OF MEETING.

'I'
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CHAP. IV.

." ':1•
. .,

SECT. n.
Soei"y's Hail. ART. 1. Durins the abo\'e period, the Society

shall meet in their own Hall in the Unive:sity

of Edinburgh, once a 'seek, on Tuesday e','cn­

ing, at 7 o'clock precisely.

2. The Hall huil: by the S0ciety in the

College, shall be solely appropriated to the

purpose of their meeting, according to .A.et of

Town Cour:ciJ, conferring the arep. on the So­

ciety, dated 21St Jur.e 1;69,

SeHioo.

SECT. r.
ART. r. EACH session of the Society shan

commence on the first Tuesday ufter :he 12th

of November, and conclude on the first Tues­

day of May following.
2. The session may terminate sooner, if a

motion for that purpose be agreed to by three­

fourths of the members present at any ordinary

meeting; provided pres'ious notice bas been

given of such motion at a former meeting.

3. The Society, when they see cause, shall

appoint an extraordinary meeting.

BUSlNESI.

SECT. L

ART. I. S.EVtN members, of whom four at

least must be ordinary memben, shail constitute

a quorum of the Snciety. Nevertheless, when

it shllil.happen that there is not a quorum of

the Society assembled at the ordinary time of

meeting, it shall be in the power of the mem­

bers present, after waiting till 8 o'clock, to

adjourn; in which case the members who have

not been present at the time of such adjourn­

ment, shall be lined in the ordinary penal'i.es
of absence.

:. No member can give his suffrage in Voting.
any question, if he enters the Society after the
Yote has begun to ·be called.

If any member expresses his vote in terms

different from the words of the question his- ,
yote sball not be taken down.

In all cases, where it is not otherwise pro­

vided, a majority of VOles shall determine.
B
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SECT. n.
01" LITERARY Busr:-rESS.

Ail.T. I. At each meeting the Society shalt

hear an essay read, and shall debate a question.

2. THE essays shall be delivered by the or·

dinary mem bers, according to their seniority

on the roll. The subject of each must be de­

clared by the membeE who i, to read it, on the

two ordinary meeting next previous to. its be­

ing delivered; and tl.e two members next in

order shall each night be also prepared, that

the Society may be in no danger of being dis­

appointed.

The essay, when tead. shall be subjected to

the criticism of the members present; and no

member shall speak marc than once in the

course of the cr:ticism, without spec:al leave

from the President.

3. THE questions shall be opened by mem­

bers in rotation, or as appointed. After the

debate is ended, the sense of the Society shall:

be taken by a division. thc result of which,

WIth the numbers on each Side, shall be mark­

ed in the minutes.

f

r

I

I
I
•I
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4. THE President shall appoint a commit.

:ee of tlie six members neltt in rotation, to

open the debates, to prepare lists of three

questions each, to be given in to the ~ext

meeting; after these lists are received, he shal!

appoint a committee of three other members,

to select from them six questions for debate,

who shall repon theIr selection to the meeting

following.

The questions thus appointed shall be de·

bated in the order in which they are entered

n the minutes, unless any of them is set aSide

by unanimuus agreement, after which a new

one may be chosen by a majority.

5. No essays or questions shall be admitted,

touching the Christian religion, or the political

topics "I tile day.

SECT. m.
OF PRIVATE BUSINESS.

ART. I. ~o part of private business, except

the receiving and balloning petitions, shall be

entered upon until the literary business of the

night be finished.

B z

Mcznsen>f
preparing
Q»caUonlo.

D;~cussion of
Private

Business.
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Ptottrn, 1.. IT shAll be competent to members to pro-.
test al'ainst any part of the Society's proceed.

ings with which they are dissatisfied, and to

give in their reasons of dissent at the next or·

dinary meeting, which must be inserted in the

records of the Society, if not judged improper

by three.fourths of the mem oers present.

" '

lIf.,;".. 3. No alteration of the laws of the Society,
mpeclin. tb, al I' , f' f d bLa....r Fund., nor unusu app (catIon 0 Its' un s, caD e'

taken under consideration. except at an extra.

ordin:rry meeting, moved for on a fortnight's
notice for that special purpose, and agreed to

by a majority; nor can they even then be

made without the consent of two· thirds of the

members presen t.

CHAP. V,

!'IN&L71E:.

ART. t. Every ordinary member who comes Late E.tn=.

into the Society after seven o'clock. shall be fin.

ed in one shilling; and after the o?ening of the

debate, in one shilling and sixpence; unless a
sufficient excuse can be offered, to be judged
of by appeal, as is afterwards directed. If the
member who is to deliver the discourse for the

evening, comes in after the Society is consti-

tuted, he forfeits two shillings and sixpence.

2. EVERY ordinary member absent ITom an Ab,ent<,

ordinary or extraordinary meeting, shall be
fined in two shillings and sixpence; and no
excuse can be sustained for absence, except

sickness.

Entire absence from three successive ordi.
nary meetings shall be, ipJO facto, expulsion;

unless a sufficient excuse be intimated to the
Society at such third meeting at fanhesr.

3. THREE fourths. of the members present at
~n ordinary meeting, may grant to an ordinary

Dispensatior.
for

Ab5cnce.
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Neglect 5. EVERY ordinary member who fails to
of h b" f'Litemy Duty. announce t e su Jec! 0 hIS Essay, accord-

iog to the regulation;. shaH be nned in two

shillings and sixpence.-Every member who

reads an Essay on a subject different from that

Leaving
. the

Society.

member a dispensation from the penalties of

noo-attendance upon the Society, for a time

not exceeding three months; provided a mo­

tion to that effect has been made at the pre­

ceding ordinary meeting. The manner of vot­

ing shall be by ballot. But no such dispensa_

tion shall on any account be granted, unless

application for the same has been made four

ordinary meetings at least before it would have

come to !lis turn to deliver an Essay. Such

dispensation shall not exempt the member so

privileged from delirering an Essay and open.

ing a ~estion in rotation.

4. EVERY ordinary member who leaves the

Society before the business is concluded, with.

out permission from the President, sha:1 be

liable in a line of one shilling and sixpence.

Every member whatever who lea"es the

Society when there is only a quorum presen t,

shall be liable in a fine of five sbillings.

r

which h: announced, shall he fined in two

shillings and sixpence, unless he obtain per­

mlS.Il0n to change it at the meeting immedi.

ately preceding.-Every ordinary member who

falls to deliver a discourse, when required by

the laws, or appointed by the Society, or \vho "

does not obtain another member to deliver one

in his stead, shall forfeit ten sbillings and six­

pence. The mem ber thus in fJul! shall be

obliged to deliver a discourse, or provide a sub­

stitute, on the ordinary meeting next following

his failure, under the same penalty: And such

failure for rhree successive ordinary meetings

shall be ipJO filcto expulsion; unless a sufficient

excu,e be intimated to the Society on such third

meeting at farthest. If the two memb.ers next

in order to deliver Essays, be not prepared when

called upon by the Society, the first shall be

liable in a fine of five shiiIings, and the second
of two shilIings and sixpence.

Every ordinary member who neglects to

open a question, when required by the laws, or

appointed by 'he Society, shall forfeit five shil.

lings, unless he provide another member to do
the busilless in Ius room.

"/
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Ab.ence from 6. IF any of the committees for preparing
Commi';e•• for questions do not constitute as directed Chap.1V.

~eauoQ'.

.5'~b'rrt-.1I. § 4., or if any of their members do not
attend; all or each of the members thus in

fault shall be fined in fi"e shillings.

Officers of the
Society.

Honouryand
.Lxtraordinary
Members un·
dettakiog any
Daty.

7. IF the President for the night be late

or absent, he shall be liable in double the

fines incurred by ordinary members; and he

shall not be at liberty to lea\'e his seat until

the business of the meeting is finished, under

the penalty of five shillings; unless, in the lat­

ter of these cases, some of the other Presidents

be willing to officiate in his stead.

The Secretary shall be ~lso liable in double

the ordinary fines for being late or absent;
unless he appoint another of the members to

officiate, and furnish him with the books and

papers of the Society.

8. EVERY honorary and extraordinary memo

ber who accepts of any office in the Society, or
who undertakes to deliver an essay or to open

a question, shall be subject to the sallle pcnal,

ties fol' neglect of dtlty as ordinary metl1bers.

t,

,

9. A majority of members may eXPel an ot.
dinary member, and may expel or degrade to

an inferior rank an extraordinary or h~norary

mem ber. Tlie motion for expelling an grdi_

nary member must be made at least three

weeks, and the motion for expelling or degrad_

ing an extraordinary or honorary member at

least four weeks, before it can be determined

on. The Secretary is also to take care that

the motion for expulsion or degradation be in­

serted in the minutes of the meeting at which

it is made. In every case, notification of such

motion must be immediately given by the

Secretary to the member against whom it is

made:. The manner of voting on motions of

expulsion or deg=lation.shall be by ballot.

10. A list of the arrears shall each night be

read over by the Secretary, and fixed on a

conspicuous part of the Society;s room.

No member, who has been for more than

a fortnight indebted to the Society in any

sum whatever, shall be allowed to vote on any

question, to claim any privilege, or be entitled

to the use of the library. A list of tbose who

are a fortnight in arrear, shall each meeting

C

Erpu1siOll
aDd

Degndatioll

Arrean.
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be laid before the President, that he may en­

force the above regulation. CHAP. VI.

SECT. L

LIBIUZ,r.

THl! Library instiruted by the Society shall Library.

be appropriated solely to the use of the mem-

bers. A part of the Society's income shall

from time to time be assigned as a fund to-th:

library, according to the report of the'Secre-

tary, to be made at the first meetings of De-

cember and March, of what sum cau be spared

for that purpose.

Appeals. H. WHEN any member think.~ himself ~g_

grieved by any fine in po'ed, either by the 0­

peration of the laws, or by the Pre,idems, he

may appeal from the same to the Society. If
the rea&ClDS of appeal are sustained as sufficient

by two thirds of the members, the penalty shall

.be remitted; if not. it shall becume final, and

the appellant subjected to a farther penalty

of two shillings and SIXpence. All penalties

shall become final, if not appealed from. ei­

ther the same evening in which they are im­

posed, if the member offending be present,

or at the first meetillg after at which he is

present.

.,

t

SECT. IT.

AilT. L The Presidents for the session, and

the Secretary, shall be a 'tanding com:nittee

for management of the library fund.

::. THE Secretary for the ti~1e being, sholl

also have the charge of the books as librarian.

3..\ book shall be kept in the Hall, in which

the members rnr.v mark down any books they

choose to re~omme"d la the committee.

Committ,
of

Manageme
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4. THE committee of management shall, at

the first meetings of February and April, re­

port the application of the sums voted to their

disposal. and also the books presented to the

library by any of the members; to ,vhich re­

ports the Secretary, as hbrarian, shall subjoin

II certification of the books having been re­

ceived by him, and inserted in the catalogue.

5. TILE Secretary shall pay the books pur­

chased by the committee, and shall get regu­

lar discharges for the whole of them.

6. THE accounts of the Secretary, as trea­

surer to the library fund, and the state of the

books under his charge as librarian, shall be

inspected at the c!o,e of each sessioo, hy a

committee who shall be empowered to pass

and approve them.

. SECT. Ill.

ART, r. The librarian shall bive out and re­

ceive books at each meeting. during the session,

and during the vacation. on the first Tue,day

of every month, from 7 to g m the evening.

r,
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2. EVERY member who Dorrowsa book; s!r.rll
give a receipt ior it in a book to be kept for

that purpose by the librarian, or send a'signed

note specifying the books wanted, wbich, with

the enrry by the librarian, shall be as bindieg

as a receipt.

3· No member shall be allowed to have the

use of more than 8 volumes at one time.

4. No member shall be allowed to retain

any books longer than four weeks, under the

penalty of J s. for each volume, and r s. per

volume for every. week till they be returned;

nor shall he be allowed to receive any books

from the library, till those retained beyond the

proper time be returned, and the fines paid.

5. IF any member applies for a book that

IS out, he shall receive flam the librarian an

oificial notification to be presented to the per­

son that has the book, who shall, under the

penalties abo.ve mentioned, return it to the

library at Ihe next meeting, dnring the session;

and Juring the vacation, deliver it to the mem­

ber who presents the notification, within one

. Di,tn'butioR
of

Boou. '



( 1.6 )

week, provided always that in both these

cases he shaH have the liberry of retainmg it

a rortn'ght from the date or his receipt.

6. THE member who obtains an official no.

tification for rhe purpose of getting a book

from another member, without its being first

~eturned to the library, shall immediately give

the librarian a receipt for such book; and the

notification shall be taken by the librarian as

a sufficient voucher for ma, king out the re.

ceipt of the member w ha first borrowed it.

7. ANY member may. if he chooses. imme.

diately borrow again the books he returns ta

the library, pro"ided they are not asked for

by any of the other members, who shall hav~

a prior claim for them at that time.

EdJ:tlbUllb : }
Prin~ed by ]OHN Mon,

Patu\ol:i:', Co~

..'.

r
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