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SCQOTS council chisfe were
oftered free sax with call
giris at two conferences
on poverty. -

The hookers were amployed
i by the Rotherham-based Local
| Government Forum Against
© Poverty to organise:a string of

Whistie biGwer: Jayne Frangapuld; who revealed 16 sax scam

Summit that
was hijacked
by hookers

EXCLUSIVE |}

By BRIAN LIRONI

team s in there o fnd ot exactly
what happened at events in Scot-
land arcanged by the foram.” -
Police have already spokest to
a Fife councilior and a former
A rmmncdl incldor caid- “Thees

Sarah grieves for love
who died in her arms

% < EXCLUSIVE

[+ By DONNA WHITE
3 Chief Writer
THEIR worlds could not have been

further apart.
Charles Palmer, an educated and well-
respected sheriff, and Sarah Clarke, a

former drug user Jured into prostitution,

were unlikely companions, to say the
least. .

¥Yet circumstances brought them together to
form a friendship which ended in ragedy when
he died in her arms after suffering a heact attack
in the back of his car.,

Now, after police have confirmed the pair
were rogethe.r at the time of his death, Sarah,
27, speaks exclusively of their special bond and
of her desperate bid to save his life.

Sheriff Palmer had been one of her regular
customers in the red-light district of Leith.

But in a seedy world of drugs and violence,
she will always remeraber the man she knew

Firat again: Last weel’s S y Mait
simply as “Charlie™ for his warmth and kindness.

Sarah said: “We met two years ago when he
picked me up for che first time.

“He told me swaight that he was mar.
ried and he loved his family dearly. I could tebd
that he meant it and now I can only express my
deepest sympathies for his wife and children.

“I know they my d\&?\ﬂd I-{fvmreielrred
things to have ha| ifferently. Bur at least
he wasn’t alone and I'm sure his 1%1&11 thoughts
wowld have been of them. ) )

“I know I'm nothing like beautiful Julia
Roberts, but [ like to think Charlie thought of
me as his Pretty Woman.” Unlike most of her

other customers, the father-of -three showed a
real interest jn Sarah, asking about her children
in the West Midlands and how she came 10 be
selling herself on the streets on regular trips north

, of the Border.

“There are plenty of men who like to remind
you of what you are, of what you've reduced your-
self to,” she said.

“They don't even bother with conversagon -
they just treat you like a piece of meat.

“But Charlie saw me as a real person. 1 could
talk to him and he made me laugh.”

Despite his honesty about his wife and
family, 54-year-old Sheriff Palmer did not tell
Sarah of lis profession.

Smile

She said: “Yasked him once what his job was
and he just said, “You wouldn’t believe it if I rold
you’. I assumed that he was maybe a renred

liceman or a prison officer. I never thought

e would be a judge in a court of law.”

Prom she day Charles Palmer first picked her
up in his gleaming white estate family car, Sarah
felt to: at ease in his company.

She recalls his sitvery hair and beaming smile,
his manner was always light

and humorous.

In rwo years, Sarah met the
sheriff about 20 times.

She said: “There’s always an
inital fear when you see a
punter pull up his car in front
of you, a knot in your stornach
because you bave noidea if the
guy is safe or not.

“But I could always breathe
a huge sigh of relief when I
saw Charlie's car heading
towards me.

“He’d smile and just call



i- They were supposed to show
| delegates to their seats and hand
out information packs.

I Butthe “cooférence

stunned council bosses

and charity warkers when they
offered them sex services.

Now police in Yorkshire have

launched a major lavestigation

Into the call-girl scandal, after

over claims the taxpayer funded
£50,000 booze-and-sex sessions -
have vow travelled north to quiz
Scots who attended conferences
in Srirling and Fife.

South Yorkshire Police would
ouly confirm that detectives were
in Scotland as part of an ongoing
investigation into the Local Gov-
ermnrent Forum Agadnst Poverty,

But a polce source said: “The

giris
day,bmatnjghutseema of{
couldn’t wait to get their kit

“The girls have admitted they
had sex with But potice
want to know If anyone in Scot-
land took them up on the offer.

“The Scottish Local Govern-
ment Forum Poverty cut
its links wnh the Rotherham
group at the time.

“The police want to find out
why this happened and just how
much the Scots knew about it all.

“There is no suggestion that the
Scottish group or any delegztes
have dooe anything wrong.”

Fantasies
_ The South Yorkshire Police
was laomched 8 year ago
after self-confessed prostitute
Frangopulo claimed Forum chiefs
Garvin Reed and Bob Bone,
brother of Dundee FC coach

She told detectives her job as
a conference organiser was
simply a cover for her to tour
Britain with Reed and Bone and
play oat thelr sexual fantasies.

The prostitute claims the

came from the coffers of
the Local Government Forum
Agalnst Poverty.

Forum convenes Reed, and
deputy Jeader of Rotherham
Ccmd‘{ Bone,who was secanded
to the forum, have both been
apended from duties pending
the outcome of the police probe.

ISHERIFF Charles Palmer was as

the courtroom

agwng solic-
er he gpot-
ted an Inch of flesh showlng at her
midriff when she appeared at Dun-
fermline.

She later insisted that he had been

He took mn outspoken stance
agalnat drink W hit the
headlines In 1996 at Perth Sheritt

By COLIN WILSON

slapped a distuptive pupil

Educated at Inverness Acad-
emy, he studied law at Edin-
burgh University and first sat as
a sheriff at Ducoon and Dumbar-
ton in 1586, He became a resident
sheriff at Dunfermline in 1992,

Daspite a history of heart
attacks, he neves lot

v

sol'i'c"itor‘
. ahmd,

~time
over

£30,000 for the British Heart Foun- P
dation in a sponsored cycle ride §
from Land’s End to John O’Groats. |

In an interview with a local
paper, Sheriif Palmer described
himself as “outgoing, enthuslas-
tc and declslve”™ with u definite

“He’d smile and just call
out, ‘Hiya Sarah, hop in.'”

Sheriff Palmer was one of
the few men for whom Sarah

broke her personal safety rule
by agreeing to have sex with
hure in the back of his car.

But during one of their
regudar trysts, he soffered his
third and fina) heart atack, 11
days ago.

Sarah was unaware that
Sheriff Palmer had previously
suffered two heart attacks
and underwent a triple heart
by-pass operation in 1992.

Baronial

In the publicity that has sur-
rounded his death, Sarah has
learned more about the man
she knew fondly as Charlie -
and his career.

He had been happily
raarried to Rosemary, 52, for
31 years and adored their
three children, Richard, 29,
Lavinia, 27, and Emily, 25.

The family home was a wing
of Logie House, a great
baronial pile in the village of
Crossford, near Dunfermline,
rented from a local landowner
named Colonel ITunt.

His £90,000-a-year carcer
afforded u comfortable
||f4-\(y|(_ wndl oealy nickiumal
him " RBigglex™ bocauxe he
drove nronnd town (n Lt

rlyecd Dlur 1984 Mantli
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from her. Her mother suffers
nightrares aboul the dangers
on the strcets and the
mitrders of prostitules.

Sarah was lured into the
professioa by big money at 17
and admits that she dabbled
in drugs before cleaning up
her act.

She has becn beaten and
robbed several umes and
needed 40 satches to her head
when a customer threw her
out of his moving car.

She feels safe on the sireets
of Leith where, she says, there
15 better policing, but she has
heen unable 10 retum to work-

ing since the sheriff died.

She fiddled nervously with
the collar of her jackel as she
recalled the fareful mght.

“It had been the vsual rou-
dne,” she said. “He’d picked
me up at around 9.30pm and
parked in Tower Street, a
dead end alleyway where we'd
have plenty of privacy.

“Our meenng was over and
we were preparing to go our
separate ways when he just
slumped. face-down in Lhe
back of the car.
~ “I thought he was just
joking and told kim to stop
messing around. When he

didn't move, I knew it was
serious.”

Sarah ran 10 a main street
where she asked a lorry
driver if she could use his
mobile phone but he refused.

Forced

She was forced ro run fran-
tically until 2 young man was
kind enough 1o go back to the
car with her, where he wold her
to stay while he brovght help.

. She said: “le must have
called an ambulance and he
came back with another
woman, who (ried 1o resusci-
tate Charlie, bui he was so

pale and cold ] knew he was
gone.”

Sarah 1018 the police and
ambulancemen everything,
and they informed her that
the sheriff hagd suffered a
heart actack.

He was taken to Edinburgh
Royal Infirmary, but doctors
were unable to save him.

Sarah has been staying with
friends in the capital since
then. She said: “All the hook-
ers have asked me if J took
Charlie’s wallet that night,
That's what most of them
would have done.

“But he was a decent man

who deserved more than that.
Robbi.n%?ﬂm would have been
a terrible act of distespect.

“I can’t give him back 10 his
family. L only wish I could. And
I feel temible for thers, tink-
ing of the circumstances in
which he died.

“But what can I say? Char-
lie found me, not the other
way round.

“1 came 1o know him as a
friend - one of the few
friendly faces I got to see.

“I'm sure his family will
remember him for exactly
what he was —a decent, loving,
family man. I know I will.”

Fond memaories: Prostitute Sarah thinks Charles Palmer, inset, thought of her as his ‘Pretty Woman' and was shocked to discover one of her favourite customers was a top sheriff
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