4.15 The only evidence which the Inquiry heard as to any act of indecency on the
part of Thomas Hamilton comprised two incidents. Firstly, one witness gave
evidence at the Inquiry that about 1979-80 when he was 12 years of age he attended
the Dunblane Rovers at the Duckburn Centre on one occasion. At one point Thomas
Hamilton sat down close beside him and rubbed him on the inside of his leg, asking
him why he wanted to be one of his boys and join the club. The boy pulled away
from him and said that he was just interested in firing weapons, which they had done
earlier. The boy told his father that he did not like the way Thomas Hamilton had
touched and spoken to him but he went back to the club the next week. However,
Thomas Hamilton said that he was not mature enough and would not let him in.
Secondly, another person, whose statement was read to the Inquiry, stated that
when he was about 12 years of age (in 1985) he attended Thomas Hamilton's club at
Bannockburn. In the summer he was one of a party of eight boys who went to Loch
Lomond with him and stayed in his cabin cruiser. He described an occasion when
Thomas Hamilton in his cabin touched him between his legs and on his private parts;
told him to lie face down on a bed where he started to push his fingers into his
rectum and stroked his back. Thomas Hamilton's shorts were off and his penis was
erect. He then told him to face the side of the cabin and ran his hand up and down
his back while breathing heavily. Up to that point Thomas Hamilton was striking him
from time to time with a telescopic pointer. He then told him that he could go. The
witness did not report this incident to anyone else. | do not have difficulty in
accepting the evidence in regard to the first of these incidents. The second is in a
rather different position. The witness was unwilling to be identified and accordingly
his evidence was available only in written form. Thus he could not be cross-
examined and | had no opportunity of observing his demeanour for myself. Further
Mr Bonomy advised me that there were certain further matters in the statement of
the witness which, if they were true, would be expected to be corroborated by
independent evidence. However, efforts to obtain such corroboration had met with
no success. In addition the witness had in the past been convicted of a serious crime
of dishonesty. | also noted that the witness stated that the boat blew up about a
week after the trip. However, other evidence showed that Thomas Hamilton received
his insurance payment for his loss of the boat in December 1983 While there may
well be an element of truth in this account | do not consider that it would be wise for
me to treat it as entirely reliable. Accordingly | do not find this allegation to have been
proved. | would also mention that in the BBC Panorama programme broadcast on 16
September a young man alleged that at a summer camp at Loch Lomond in the early
1980s he had been touched indecently by Thomas Hamilton. | understand that a
subsequent investigation which was carried out by the Crown showed that the police
had been unable to trace him in connection with the Inquiry: that his allegation was
not supported by other evidence and was not consistent with a newspaper article
dated 17 March which was based on information supplied by him: that he had
received payment for both the article and the broadcast: and that he had a
considerable list of convictions for crimes of dishonesty, the latest of which had led to



his imprisonment on 20 August 1996. | consider that evidence of his allegation would
not have assisted the Inquiry.



